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[bookmark: _GoBack]In line with the "Ethical Guidelines on the Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence in Scientific Research and Publication Activities in Higher Education Institutions" published by the Council of Higher Education (YÖK) as part of its technical initiatives in digitalization, artificial intelligence, and big data, Istanbul Okan University Graduate Education Institute has established specific principles and rules concerning the use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI). These regulations are based on the core principles outlined in the aforementioned Ethical Guidelines and are intended to ensure the ethical, reliable, and responsible use of GAI in scientific research, academic writing, and publishing processes. These rules are binding for both students and academic staff.
The "Fundamental Principles and Rules for the Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI)" issued by the Istanbul Okan University Graduate Education Institute aims to promote the conscious, ethical use of GAI technologies in education and to uphold academic integrity.
GAI technologies have become increasingly widespread in various domains, such as code generation and visual content creation, and have been integrated into educational processes. Tools like ChatGPT, Microsoft Copilot, and Claude, along with many text-generation applications embedded in current software platforms, are gaining popularity. The functionalities provided by GAI tools offer numerous advantages across fields ranging from academic research to professional practice. Therefore, this guideline—developed by the Institute to establish standards and boundaries for GAI usage in graduate education—outlines the key principles, permissions, and limitations associated with their use.
1. Fundamental Principles
This document aims to preserve core academic values such as quality, research integrity, and transparency in scholarly work using generative artificial intelligence tools (e.g., ChatGPT). It addresses essential considerations for students, advisors, monitoring committees, and graduate administration regarding using GAI in graduate-level assignments, presentations, projects, and thesis research and writing.
It sets forth the requirements for obtaining approval and documentation for GAI use and the risks associated with employing GAI in literature reviews and academic writing. While innovative and creative applications of GAI can enhance academic endeavors—particularly in disciplines that benefit from high-quality data processing—graduate students and their advisors are expected to maintain rigorous academic and ethical standards.
Thus, GAI tools in any research or writing stage of graduate assignments, presentations, projects, or theses must adhere strictly to ethical norms and be executed with complete transparency.
Graduate students at Istanbul Okan University intending to use GAI tools must obtain prior written approval from both their Thesis Advisor and the Thesis Monitoring Committee. This usage must also be documented. Unauthorized GAI use will be considered a violation of the Code of Conduct on Academic Matters and treated as academic misconduct under the university's Policy on Ethical Conduct in Research.
For graduate-level academic publications required for graduation, GAI use—and the details thereof—must be clearly disclosed and conform to disciplinary standards. That applies to all processes involved in thesis work, including research, outlining, drafting, editing, writing, and audio-visual production. Both faculty and students are responsible for adhering to the ethical and legal obligations of using GAI.
2. Rules of Use
a) Permissible Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI)
Project and Thesis Advisors may permit GAI tools to support students in completing assignments, presentations, publications, projects, or theses. However, students must clearly explain how these tools were used and appropriately attribute any GAI-generated content.
Students are responsible for openly declaring the scope and purpose of GAI use and the content generated through such tools in any academic submission. For example, an appendix may be added to an assignment detailing the tools used, prompt systems employed, and the content generation process. Proper citation of all GAI-generated material is mandatory.
Students may use GAI tools to aid in understanding course material or conducting research; however, they bear full responsibility for the final output.
Permitted uses of GAI include:
· Supporting the generation of tables, figures, graphics, methods, or methodologies in academic work (e.g., assignments, theses, articles), provided proper attribution is given.
· Assisting in finding and summarizing sources during reference and literature reviews.
· Aiding in drafting, editing, and content refinement, including grammar and style improvements, provided originality is preserved.
· Assisting in simulations, data analysis, and modeling for scientific research.
· Testing code functionality and accuracy in algorithm development.
· Contributing to visual design or presentation materials in academic contexts, with appropriate citation.
· Assisting in translating materials or utilizing sources in other languages for academic writing.
b) Restrictions on the Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI)
GAI tools may not be used in any assignment, project, or thesis that students must complete solely through their individual effort.
Using GAI tools to generate content for examinations, term papers, or other assessments is strictly prohibited and constitutes academic misconduct.
If GAI tools are used for drafting or editing only, the final submission must be the student's own original work.
Prohibited uses include:
· Completing an entire thesis, article, or project using GAI in a way that eliminates the student's own intellectual contribution.
· Using GAI for content creation in exams or term papers.
· Generating misleading data, fake references, or false information.
· Employing GAI in contexts requiring individual performance assessment (e.g., online or written exams, graded assignments).
· Producing content that violates social values, moral standards, or the university's code of ethics.
· Using GAI tools without the advisor's explicit approval.

3. Detection Methods and Sanctions
An academic audit will be carried out to identify any unauthorized or unethical use of GAI. Advisors and relevant juries will review student submissions—including assignments, theses, and projects—to verify individual contributions. Students may be asked to provide detailed explanations or documentation regarding how the content was generated if necessary.
All submissions will be subject to plagiarism detection software to determine whether the content was copied from other sources. Special attention will be paid to unacknowledged GAI-generated content. Plagiarism reports will be used to assess the originality of submitted work.
Unethical use of GAI will be treated as a disciplinary offense under the Higher Education Law No. 2547, and relevant penalties will be imposed.
Any student found to have plagiarized, attempted, assisted in plagiarism, or been confirmed to have plagiarized after review will have their work invalidated. Disciplinary action may include suspension for one semester, during which the student will lose all academic rights. This decision will be communicated in writing.
The student is solely responsible for ensuring the accuracy and appropriateness of any information obtained using GAI tools.
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