
 
 

 
 

 
Okan University Department of International Relations offers programs in Turkish and English to 

specialize students in the field of international relations. 

In our department, which has a strong academic staff, 

follows an educational approach that keeps up to date and keeps students active. In addition to the 

carefully prepared and constantly updated academic program, students are prepared for the future 

with a participatory approach through seminars, 

conferences, film and documentary screenings. 

 

The Eurasia Application and Research Center 

and the Gender Studies Center, where our department actively carries out its activities, play a leading 

role in the social benefit of the university. 

Thanks to the meetings organized by our centers with different partners and collaborations within and 

outside the university, it develops both the social awareness and academic vision of our students. 

Our students can do internships in many different institutions 

ranging from public institutions such as ministries and municipalities to 

civil aviation and transportation companies; from national and international non-governmental 

organizations to companies operating in the production, marketing and service sectors; 

they can get the chance to work in these institutions and organizations after graduation. 

 

 

In addition to internship programs, our students have completed 

CO-OP programs in various companies and have taken their first steps into the business world.
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Prof. Dr. Umut Azak: 
“‘Religion is Bound to the State’: Ali Fuat Başgil’s Critique of Secularism”, in 100 Years of Republic of 

Turkey in 100 Sources, ed. by Erik-Jan Zürcher et al., Leiden University Press, Leiden, pp. 184-187, 
2023. 

“The Making of a National Symbol: Necip Fazıl Kısakürek and Hagia Sophia”, in 100 Years of Republic of 
Turkey in 100 Sources, ed. by Erik-Jan Zürcher et al., Leiden University Press, Leiden, pp. 242-246, 
2023. 

“Cübbe”, 100 Sene 100 Nesne: Cumhuriyet’in İlk Asrının 100 Nesnelik Tarihi, der. Bediz Yılmaz, Esin 
Gülsen, İstanbul: Alfa Yayınları, 2024, s. 251-261. 

“Changing Dynamics of State-Religion Relations and Secularism of the Opposition in the Multi-party Period 
in Turkey, paper presented at the Conference “100 Years of Turkish Secularism: Issues, Debates, 
Prospects”, Aga Khan University, Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisations, London, 3 October, 
2023. 

“Erken Cumhuriyet Döneminde Laikliğe Yeniden Bir Bakış”, “Türkiye’de Laik Rejim ve Sekülarizmin 
Dönüşümü” Paneli, 100. Yılında Cumhuriyet’in Kadınları/Kadınların Cumhuriyeti (1923-2023), 
Uluslararası Sempozyum, Kadın Eserleri Kütüphanesi ve Bilgi Merkezi Vakfı - Beykoz Üniversitesi, 
İstanbul, 27-29 Ekim 2023. 

Kitap tanıtım konuşması, “A Hundred Years of Republican Turkey a History in a Hundred Fragments”, 
Dutch Consulate, Istanbul, January 17, 2024. 

 
Doç. Dr. Mehmet Kabasakal: 
“Türkiye’de otoriter liderliğin pekişmesinde seçim sistemi ve aday belirleme yönteminin rolü” 

KOCATEPEİİBFD, 26 (1), 109-123, 2024. 
 

Dr. Öğr. Üyesi Hasan Deniz Pekşen: 
“New Conflicts, New Orientalists: How Military Theorists Reproduce Orientalism in 21th Century”, Alternatif 

Politika, Cilt 16 Sayı 2, Haziran 2024. 
“ABD'de Soğuk Savaş Sonrası Güvenlikleştirme Çabalarını Anlamak_Huntington Yol Gösterebilir mi?”, X. 

Uluslarası İlişkiler Eğitimi ve Çalışmaları Kongresi, Ordu, Mayıs 2024. 
“30 Years of Turkiye-EU Relations: A Description on the Challenges and Prospects”, Budapest Business 

University, The Conference on the First Thirty Years of the European Union, Kasım 2023, Online 
Katılım. 

 
Dr. Öğr. Üyesi Gökçe Balaban: 
Ontolojik Güven(siz)lik ve Kürt meselesi: Güvenlik Söyleminin Kullanımı (1925-1984)”. X. Uluslarası 

İlişkiler Eğitimi ve Çalışmaları Kongresi, Ordu, Mayıs 2024 
 

Dr. Öğr. Üyesi Habibe Özdal: 
“1923’ten Bugüne Türkiye-Rusya İlişkileri: Değişim ve Devamlılık Unsurları” 100. Yılında Türkiye 

Cumhuriyeti’ne Bakmak, Mülkiyeliler Birliği, Ekim 2023. 
“Atatürk ve Dış Politika”. Okan Üniversitesi, Kasım 2023 
“Ukrayna Savaşı’nın Dini Yansımaları: Kilise Rekabeti”, 10. Uluslararası İlişkiler Eğitimi ve Çalışmaları 

Kongresi, Ordu, Mayıs 2024. 

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES AND STUDIES 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In cooperation with the Department of Visual Communication Design, we organized the 

conference and exhibition titled “Lausanne Peace Treaty and the Republic in its 100th 

Year” within the scope of the 100th Anniversary of the Republic. 



 
 

With the “Blue Room Meetings”, we continued to discuss current political issues by 

bringing together our students and experts in their fields. 



 

 

Prof. Dr. Umut Azak and Prof. Dr. Zeynep Alemdar made their presentations at 

the “Symposium on Equal Citizenship in the 100th Year of the Republic” 
organized by the Faculty of Law within the scope of the 100th Anniversary of the 

Republic Events. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

With our conference on “Atatürk and Foreign Policy”, we presented a holistic 
perspective on Turkish foreign policy in the Atatürk era in the light of the 

global developments of the period and the developments in domestic politics. 



 

 

 

On March 8, International Women's Day, we held seminars on “Women in 

International Relations”. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

With the participation of our Head of Department Prof. Dr. Umut Azak, 

the promotion event of the book “A Hundred Years of Republican Turkey 

a History in a Hundred Fragments” was held at the Dutch Consulate 



 
 

 

Our lecturer Dr. Hasan Deniz Pekşen continues to 
publish his videos on politics and international 

relations on his youtube channel. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Assoc. Prof. Mehmet Kabasakal, one of the lecturers of our 

department, gave a lecture on “The Origins and Development of 
Social Democracy in Turkey” at the School of Social Democracy. 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Kabasakal presented his 

contribution to the panel titled “From the 
1961 Constitution to Today”. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Our professors Dr. Habibe Özdal and Dr. Hasan Deniz Pekşen 

participated in various TV, radio and internet programs. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Assoc. Prof. Mehmet Kabasakal's columns on 

political developments in Turkey were 

published. 



 

 
Dilara Atik and Muzaffer Ünğan, students of our department, successfully 

represented our department at Antalya Diplomacy Forum 2024. 
 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR STUDENTS 



 

 
 

2023-2024 GRADUATION CEREMONY 
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Web: https://okan.edu.tr/iybf/ 

Instagram: @okan_ir 

Twitter: @IR_Okan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


